
Covid-19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 28th September 2020 

 
28/9/2020 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills will 
report to the Parliament once a decision has been made about plans for the 2020-
21 exam season with details of the plans and the decision- making process. (S5W-
31792) 
John Swinney: I made clear to Parliament on 22 September that details of the 
proposed approach to the 2021 examination diet will be announced before 
the October recess. 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31364 by John 
Swinney on 4 September 2020, on what date the Cabinet Secretary for Education 
and Skills was informed of the outcome of the moderated exam results, and 
whether it will place details of the minutes of all discussions and copies of all 
correspondence regarding this in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre 
(SPICe).(S5W-31793) 
John Swinney: I was informed of the outcome of the moderated exam results on 
Thursday 30 July in a briefing meeting with officials and the SQA. A range of 
information related to this period has already been released following Freedom of 
Information requests and is available on the Scottish Government website. 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31362 by John 
Swinney on 4 September 2020, for what reason information about moderated 
exam results was not shared with the Education Recovery Group, in light of its role 
being specific to the current pandemic. (S5W-31794) 
John Swinney: Along with a very limited number of officials, I am granted pre-
release access to the SQA results each year to allow the opportunity to prepare 
for the results announcement. Members of the Coronavirus Education Recovery 
Group, apart from the Deputy First Minister and the Chief Examiner, do not have 
pre-release access to SQA results. 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31365 by John 
Swinney on 4 September 2020, whether it will answer the question asked 
regarding whether it planned to use a similar system of moderation for the 2020-21 
exams before it announced that “details will be provided separately before schools 
return on 11 August, regarding the approach for the assessment of national 
qualifications for the 2020-21 session”, and for what reason it did not respond to 
this point in its answer.(S5W-31795) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31792 on 28 
September 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 



the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31360 by 
John Swinney on 4 September 2020, whether it will answer the question that was 
asked regarding what information it received about the tolerable range that was 
employed by the SQA ahead of the exam results moderation, and for what reason 
it did not respond to this point in its answer. (S5W-31797) 
John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-313 0. I 
was informed of the details of the moderation process on 30 July 2020. 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the comments by the Cabinet Secretary for Education and 
Skills regarding residential outdoor learning continuing to be part of the curriculum 
for excellence, what its position is on local authorities commissioning specialists from 
outdoor education centres to visit schools to run activities with pupils; what action it 
can take to encourage such an approach across all councils, and what financial 
support it can provide to help facilitate this. (S5W-31862) 
John Swinney: The funding of local authority outdoor education centres and 
decisions on the commissioning of outdoor education centre experts are matters 
for individual local authorities. 
 
The current Covid-19 guidelines do allow schools to invite outdoor education 
centre specialists into school grounds to work with staff and pupils to provide 
engaging and beneficial outdoor learning experiences, and we know anecdotally 
that this has happened in some schools. Where this has taken place, it has been a 
highly positive experience, and we would encourage many more local authorities 
and schools to consider it. This will allow children to continue to benefit from the 
experience of outdoor education experts, as well as supporting outdoor education 
specialists to make use of their skills whilst residential visits to outdoor education 
centres cannot take place. 
 
We continue to work with the Covid-19 Education Recovery Group (CERG), COSLA 
and the Association of Directors of Education in Scotland (ADES) to encourage 
schools to work with outdoor education centre staff as a means to effectively take 
learning out of the classroom. 
 
Following the recent debate in Parliament on the challenges facing outdoor 
education centres, Scottish Government has agreed to liaise further with local 
government partners to see what more can be done to share and spread this 
practice. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether the SQA exam diet for National 5s, 
Highers and Advanced Highers will proceed as normal in spring 2021. (S5W-31988) 
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John Swinney: Our ambition remains to run a 2021 examination diet, however, 
Covid-19 continues to present real risk of further disruption for individual learners, 
individual schools and colleges, or more widely across the country during the 
course of this year. We also do not know what situation we will face in the spring of 
next year when the exam diet would normally take place. 
 
Our approach to exams must remain appropriate to the circumstances we face 
and it is critical that that we take account of the lessons from Professor Priestley’s 
review of the 2020 national qualifications. The SQA and the Education Recovery 
Group continue to look at contingencies in relation to exams. I have committed to 
providing as much clarity and certainty as 
possible on this matter in early October. 
 
29/9/2020 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31361 by John 
Swinney on 4 September 2020, whether it will place in the Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre (SPICe) any correspondence it had with the SQA that has 
been shared with, but not included in, the review to be published by Professor 
Priestley. (S5W-31796) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has engaged fully with the review being 
conducted by Professor Priestley. Professor Priestley is due to report his findings 
by the end of the month. We will make arrangements for publication soon after 
that. All material released under FOI inquiries on the matter of exams has been 
shared wit the review team, and is also available on the Scottish Government 
website. 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers it safe for teachers who were previously shielding to now work 
in classrooms and, if so, for what reason. (S5W-31982) 
John Swinney: Our guidance on preparing for the start of new school term in 
August 2020 ( https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19- guidance-
preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-2/pages/2/ ) aims to support 
a safe return to school for all children, young people and staff taking full account of 
progress made in suppressing COVID-19 in Scotland, the scientific advice received 
and the advice of the Education Recovery Group and other key stakeholders. 
 
It draws on related information on shielding status and guidance for those 
formerly shielding ( https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid- 
shielding/pages/changes-to-shielding-advice/) , which was developed using the 
latest clinical evidence that sets out best practice on risk assessment for COVID-
19 as an easy to follow tool. It highlights that employers have a legal 
responsibility to conduct a workplace risk assessment (available from 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on- individual-
risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/ ) to put in place measures to reduce the risk 
of transmission for all staff and others who may be at risk. Health and Safety 
Executive guidance is available on how to do this, which also has information on 
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the need to engage and reassure staff who may be returning to work from 
shielding. 
After a workplace risk assessment has been undertaken and measures to 
reduce the risk of transmission have been put in place, staff and their managers 
should use the risk assessment tool to identify the individual’s vulnerability level. 
All of the above continues to be kept under review on an ongoing basis. 
 
30/9/2020 No relevant questions 
 
1/10/2020 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to review support for all children 
with visual impairment from early years to school-leaving age.(S5W-31869) 
John Swinney: The report of the independent review of the implementation of 
the additional support for learning legislation was published in June 2020. The 
review, chaired by Angela Morgan, highlights a number of recommendations for 
the improvement of educational provision for children and young people with 
additional support needs. We, alongside partners in the Convention of Scottish 
Local Authorities, have committed to carefully considering the report’s findings 
and will publish a joint response in the Autumn of 2020. 
 
This partnership work will allow us to continue to improve the support that is 
available to meet the educational needs of every individual child and young 
person, including those with visual impairments. 
There are no plans to undertake a further review at this stage. 
 
2/10/2020 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its plans are for publishing the British Sign 
Language Progress Report, which is due by 24 October 2020.(S5W-32223) 
Maree Todd: The COVID-19 crisis has prevented the engagement activity and 
evidence-gathering required to inform the BSL Progress Report. 
Engagement was planned with BSL users across Scotland, and through 
engagement by the BSL partner organisations. In addition, the Scottish 
Government has focused all activity on mitigating the impacts of COVID-19. 
 
Therefore, for the reasons given, Scottish Ministers have taken the decision to 
postpone the publication of the Progress Report. It will be published as soon as 
reasonably practicable. It is anticipated that this will be by 24 October 2021 in 
order to allow for the necessary public engagement. 
 
This does not mean that work around BSL is being paused – we remain fully 
committed to the actions set out in the BSL National Plan, and will continue 
work to make progress on our shared outcomes. 
 


